
GC Digital 
Fellows 

 

  
 

Building a community of effective 
researchers for the 21st century 
The GC Digital Fellows provide an average of 25 workshops each academic 
year on technical skills that are in high demand across most academic 
programs. GC Digital Fellows offer a combined 60 hours of student 
consultation time each year through Office Hours and Open House events. 
They facilitate working groups in vital, interdisciplinary research 
technologies, including GIS and mapping, Python, and R. Since 2016, GC 
Digital Fellows led 5 annual digital research institutes, supported by the 
Provost’s Office, for which they typically receive twice as many applications 
as they can accommodate. The DRI curriculum, written largely by GC Digital 
Fellows, is a nation-wide model recognized by the National Endowment for 
the Humanities.  
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 Who are the GC Digital Fellows? 

The GC Digital Fellows program is a selective, 

employment-based, graduate assistantship located in the 
GC Digital Scholarship Lab at the CUNY Graduate Center. 

Since its inception in 2012, there have been 34 GC Digital 
Fellows selected from 17 programs. Fellows work 

collaboratively to build community for those students, 
faculty, and staff who want to integrate emerging 

technologies into their scholarship, teaching, and service. 
They lead workshops and institutes, host open office 

hours and consultations with faculty, help students 
develop digital projects, and create valuable resources 

and content about the use of technology in scholarship. 

For this reason, GC Digital Fellows are selected from multiple programs, with particular attention paid to 
two skills: the ability to communicate complex technologies in clear, relatable ways and a proven 

interest in working across disciplines. The group’s ability to communicate clearly and effectively, and to 
relate multiple technologies to specific disciplinary and interdisciplinary research questions, results in a 

broad institutional impact.  

We believe that this focus on shared resources and building community through learning together is 
why students, faculty, and staff from 42 GC programs have participated in GC Digital Fellow workshops 

since 2015, and why our workshops, institutes, and programming continue to see increases in 
participation and interest. GC Digital Fellows 

prioritize ways to improve the student experience, 

meeting student’s evolving research needs in the 
midst of rapid technological changes, while 

preparing students for a more challenging job 
market inside and outside of academia.  

 

Pictured: GC Digital Fellow Alum Dr. Laura Wildeman 
Kane (Asst. Prof. of Philosophy at University of Tampa), 
Dr. Michelle McSweeney (Director of Data Quality and 
Annotation for Converseon.AI) and Dr. Keith Miyake (Asst. 
Prof. of Ethnic Studies, Univ. of California, Riverside) 
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Workshops 

GC Digital Fellows 

build communities of 
learners through 2-

hour skill workshops 
each semester. 

During the academic 
calendar year, GC 

Digital Fellows lead 
an average of 24 

workshops on 
technical skills in high demand by students and faculty at the Graduate Center. These workshops range 

from introductions to using computers to do humanities research to performing machine learning and 

advanced data visualization. Topics most in demand include: designing multimedia narratives with Esri 
Storymaps, Introduction to Mapping, Introduction to Python, Data Wrangling with R, Web Design with 

WordPress, and creating digital archives with Omeka. In Fall 2019, 75 GC students and faculty 
attended workshops.  

GC Digital Fellows receive professional development training on digital pedagogy and workshop 

design. When asked how comfortable workshop participants were on average with a technology before 
a workshop the average response was a 2 on a Likert scale (1-5). When asked at the end of the 

workshop, the average response was a 4. When asked how likely workshop participants are to apply 
their knowledge, the average response 

was a 4.5 out of 5. Students and faculty 

also indicated that they were “highly likely” 
(4.5/5) to recommend the workshop to 

someone else. Even more significantly, 
participants note that they are more likely 

to share that skill with peers. 
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GC Digital Research Institute 

 
 In 2015, GC Digital Initiatives received a $578,000 Strategic 

Investment Initiative award from CUNY Central to create a 

sustainable technology infrastructure within the GC and 
among CUNY campuses. Unique to the GC’s proposal was 

a commitment to investing in sustainable human 
infrastructures as a necessary part of sustaining a strong 

commitment to research. In January and June 2016, 85 GC 
and CUNY students, faculty, and staff participated in the 

inaugural digital research institutes. During the January 
institute, feedback from participants proved that GC and 

CUNY students and faculty expect a discursive and 
critically-engaged pedagogical approach.  

 

The GC DRI, now offered only to GC students, faculty, and staff, and supported through the Provost’s 
Office, has accepted 35 students from an average applicant pool of 85 each January. At least 220 

students from 26 programs have taken advantage of the GC DRI since 2016. Students who participate 
as Level I students are likely to respond in exit interviews that the experience has made an important 

impact on their 
future research, 

while Level III 
students see 

their experience 

as directly 
contributing to 

their success on 
the job market.  

“After attending the four-day intensive workshop, not 
only did I realize that I could have used all the available 
resources available to me as a graduate student, but 
also could have developed these skills further, step by 
step over the last five years.”   

 ~ Ayşenur Benevento, Ph.D. Human Development 
from The Graduate Center, now Assistant Professor of 
Political Science, Abdullah Gül University 
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National Impact 

EXTERNAL FUNDING AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

GC Digital Initiatives has won 2 awards from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) based 

on the GC Digital Research Institute and the curricula 
developed collaboratively by the GC Digital Fellows 

team. As participants and instructors in the June 2018 
institute, fellows demonstrated leadership as mentors 

and instructors for a national cohort of humanities 
faculty and staff. The pedagogical model and 

curriculum demonstrated by the GC Digital Fellows 
has become a national model for building local 

communities of digital humanities instruction. In July 
2019, the fellows presented alongside the faculty 

cohort at the Association for Computers in the Humanities 2019 Conference in Pittsburgh, PA. Now in 

its second iteration, a new cohort of GC Digital Fellows will continue to build on the opportunities 
created by the first cohort, extending the impact that GC Digital Fellows make in the field of digital 

humanities and social science. Funding for this project has supported one graduate student part time 
position over 4 years, and up to $64,000 in 

graduate student summer funding.  
 
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED PROJECTS 

Projects pursued by GC Digital Fellows, such 

as the NEH Impact Index by Patrick Smyth, 
have garnered national attention. Smyth’s web 

application, which locates NEH awards by zip 

code was featured in PC Mag (“Trump Budget 
Slashes NEH Funding: Why You Should 

Care”) and the Phi Beta Kappa Key.  

 

“I was blown away by [the GC Digital Fellows’] skill, 
professionalism, and just plain old kindness.”~ comment from a 
Digital Humanities Research Institute exit slip in June 2018 in 
response to “What worked well?” Pictured: GC Digital Fellow 
Kristen Hackett leading discussion among faculty from R1, liberal 
arts, regional, and community colleges. 
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LEARNING COMMUNITIES 

 GC Digital Fellows support communities of learners through working 
groups on interdisciplinary research topics: sound studies, 

humanidades digitales, GIS and mapping, Python, Digital Archives, 

and R.  

GIS and Mapping 

GIS and Mapping projects are increasingly common in a range of 
disciplines. The GIS and Mapping group provides an online forum for 

asking questions and sharing information about workshops, events, 
software, and publications. Each year, the group sponsors a GIS Day 

event, where faculty, staff, and students across CUNY come to the 
Graduate Center to share their work-in-progress.  
 

Python User Group 

Students make use of the Python Programming Language for 
a variety of disciplinary research projects, ranging from 
developing web applications to scraping data from the web to 
creating interactive data visualizations. The Python User 
Group offers a collaborative learning space for students to 
work together on tutorials, to learn with others, and to ask 
questions of other more experienced users. Based on the 
success of the Python User Group and in response to 
demand from students in humanities, social sciences, and 
bench sciences, the GC Digital Fellows will begin offering a 
new user group meeting for users of R, the statistical 
programming language.  

Students present their work at the GIS 
Day event sponsored by GC Digital 
Fellows. 

Students work together to expand their Python programming 
skills in the GC Digital Scholarship Lab. 
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Digital Archive Research Collaborative 

Students, faculty, and staff across the Graduate Center are leveraging the affordances of digital storage 

and publication to produce online archives of their research 
materials. To respond to increasing interest in the creation 

and publication of digital archives, the GC Digital Fellows 
have created a new workshop series for Spring 2020 focused 

on the technical, theoretical, and pragmatic challenges for 
building digital archives. The group has created a resource 

guide for students interested in doing digital archival work 
which collects information from across GC units in one place. 

They are leading workshops on technologies such as Omeka 
and Tropy, while hosting speakers to address the ethical 

challenges of creating public participatory archives.  

Broad Impact through Collaboration 

By working collaboratively, GC Digital Fellows are able to offer support for a broad range of 
technologies and respond to the needs of multiple disciplines by working together. Workshop exit 

surveys provide a sweeping sense of areas where disciplines overlap and where there is shared 
interest in learning about emerging methodologies that are often interdisciplinary. Below is a list of 

workshops offered in 2019-2020, some are offered multiple times.   

• Tools for DH 
• Introduction to Mapping 
• Introduction to Omeka 
• Data Wrangling in R 
• Cultivating a Digital Academic Identity with WordPress, the CUNY Academic Commons & Reclaim Hosting 
• Create an Engaging Multimedia Narrative 
• Getting Started with TEI 
• Tropy: Archival Research Photo Management 
• Introduction to Python 1 
• Introduction to Python 2 
• Advanced Omeka / Omeka Theming 
• Using Audacity for Oral History 
• Working with HathiTrust Data 
• How to Not Lie with Maps 
• Building Websites with WordPress on the Commons 
• From the Census to Your Mapping Project: How to Run a Datasymetric Analysis using QGIS 
• Reproducible Data Analysis in R 
• Data Visualization in R 

GC Digital Fellows invite outside speakers to present on 
topics, such as "computational poetics," connecting them 
to a wealth of local resources in the NYC area. 
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Fast Facts 
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GC Digital Fellows 
Skillsets 

• QGIS 

• ArcGIS 

• Tableau 

• R 

• Python 

• Text Analysis 

• Machine Learning 

• Leaflet 

• Esri Story Map 

• Omeka 

• Tropy 

• Editing with TEI 

• Qualitative coding 

• Data cleaning 

• Emacs 

• WordPress 

• HTML / CSS 

• Drupal 

• Javascript 

• Web Hosting 

• Markdown 

• Git / GitHub 

• APIs 

• Twitterbots 

• Social Media 

• Digital publishing 

• Social Network Analysis 

• And more…  

Erin Glass English 
Laura Wildeman Kane Philosophy 
Andrew G. McKinney Sociology 
Alice Lynn McMichael Art History 
Hillary Miller Theatre 
Matthew Slaats Psychology 
Micki Kaufman History 
Keith Miyake EES 
Kenneth U. Ezrim Computer Science 
Michelle Johnson McSweeney Linguistics 
Evan Misshula Criminal Justice 
Patrick Smyth English 
Hannah Aizenman Computer Science 
Jeffrey Binder English 
Mary Catherine Kinniburgh English 
Jeremy March Classics 
Ian Phillips Linguistics 
Patrick Sweeney Psychology 
Jennifer Tang Environmental Psychology 
Tahir Butt Urban Ed 
Kelsey Chatlosh Anthropology 
Jojo Karlin English 
Javier Otero Peña Psychology 
Rachel Rakov Linguistics 
Kristen Hackett Psychology 
Rafael Davis Portela History 
Stefano Morello English 
Olivia Ildefenso EES 
Filipa Calado English 
Pablo Gonzalez Linguistics 
Param Ajmera English 
Natalie O'Shea Anthropology 
Connor French Biology 
Diane Yoong Critical / Social Psychology 
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